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Faster and faster: speed records in mph

one bar per record, evenly spaced (not a time scale)
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200+ and 400+ mean “over”. Sources: National Motor Museum; Britannica.

FREE 9 PAGES A4 + US LETTER

A car to label - a puzzle - four fact cards - a graph to plot - a sorting sheet - a poster Printable PDF - A4 - info@reallybyte.com



@ CAR HISTORY FREE SAMPLE HISTORY.MOTORING.IM

FROM THE COLOURING PACK

Parts of aModel T

A touring car like the ones Ford built from 1908

Our own simplified drawing, not to scale.

Write the letter from the word bank next to each number, then colour the drawing.
1. 2. 3. 4.
5. 6. 7.

WORD BANK

A. Windscreen B. Radiator

C. Spoked wheel D. Bonnet (the engine is under it)
E. Folding hood F. Headlamp

G. Running board H. Steering wheel

The Model T was built from 1908 until 1927.

Answers: 1) B2)D3)FU)AS)H6)ET)C8)G
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FROM THE PUZZLE PACK

Car history true or false

Circle T for true or F for false. Answers at the bottom.

1. The first car to go faster than 60 mph was an electric car.

2. Karl Benz and Gottlieb Daimler worked together for many years.

3. The Model T was built from 1908 until 1927.

4. Britain's first motorway was the M1.

5. Wheel clamps were first used on London’s streets in 1983.

6. The Red Flag Act was done away with in the same year it was passed.

Answers: 1) T2)F3)T4)F5)T6)F
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CARD 1 OF 24 - STEAM AND ELECTRIC

1763 Cugnot’s steam tractor

Most historians agree that Nicolas-Joseph Cugnot of
France built the first true automobile: a huge, heavy,
steam-powered tricycle.

Cugnot’s 1769 machine was said to run for 20 minutes at
2.25 miles per hour (3.6 km/h), carrying four people.

Cugnot's second vehicle survives in Paris, at the National
Conservatory of Arts and Crafts.

history.motoring.im

CARD 10 OF 24 - FORD AND THE MODEL

1908 T
The Model T

"l will build a motor car for the great multitude,” Ford said
when he announced the Model T in October 1908.

The Model T was built from 1908 until 1927.

More than 15 million Model Ts were built.

history.motoring.im
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CARD 6 OF 24 - THE PETROL PIONEERS

1888 Bertha Benz’s drive

In August 1888 Bertha Benz drove the Motorwagen from
Mannheim to Pforzheim with her sons Eugen and Richard:
the first long-distance drive in a car.

Britannica’s article on Bertha Benz says the trip took about
13 hours over about 60 miles (96.6 km) of unpaved roads.

Britannica’s Karl Benz article puts Bertha's drive at some 66
miles (106 km).

IM

history.motoring.im

763 CARD 24 OF 24 - SPEED RECORDS
Jets, rockets and sound

In 1964 Donald Campbell drove the jet-powered Bluebird
past 400 mph at Lake Eyre in South Australia.

In 1970 Gary Gabelich drove the rocket-powered Blue
Flame to 622.407 mph.

In 1997 Andy Green drove Thrust SCC through the sound
barrier at 763.035 mph.

history.motoring.im
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FROM THE TIMELINE WORKBOOK

Plot the speed records

Draw a bar for each record in the table

YEAR
1898
1906
1922
1924
1925
1929
1970
1983
1997

mph

800

700

600

500

400

300

200

100

RECORD

First land speed record (Jeantaud electric)

HISTORY.MOTORING.IM

SPEED (MPH)

39.24

Stanley steam car record 127.66
350hp Sunbeam record 129.171
Malcolm Campbell at Pendine 146.16
Malcolm Campbell at Pendine 150.766
Golden Arrow 231.362
Blue Flame 622.407
Thrust 2 633.468
Thrust SCC 763.035
1898 1906 1922 1924 1925 1929 1970 1983 1997

Year of the record

Figures: world land speed records with an exact speed, from Encyclopaedia Britannica and the National Motor Museum. One bar per record, evenly
spaced, not a time scale.
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@ CAR HISTORY FREE SAMPLE

WHERE DID IT HAPPEN?

Sort the motoring firsts

HISTORY.MOTORING.IM

Circle the country for eachi one. GB = Britain - FR = France - DE = Germany - US = The USA

1. Henry Ford is born on the family farm near
Dearborn, Michigan.

GB:-FR:DE-US

3. Karl Benz's three-wheeled Motorwagen first
runs, early in 1885.

GB:-FR:DE - US

5. William Morrison’s battery car keeps up 14
mph in Des Moines, lowa.

GB:-FR:DE-US

7. Nicolas-Joseph Cugnot builds the first true
automobile, a steam tricycle, in 1769.

GB:-FR:DE-US

Answers: 1) US 2) DE 3) DE 4) GB 5) US 6) DE 1) FR 8) FR
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2. A pharmacy in Wiesloch becomes known as
the first filling station.

GB-FR:DE - US

4. An Act of 1865 cuts speeds to 2 mph in
towns and 4 mph in the country.

GB-FR:DE - US

6. Bertha Benz drives from Mannheim to
Pforzheim with her two sons.

GB-FR:-DE - US

8. Jacques de Vaucanson shows a carriage
driven by clockwork, in about 1748.

GB-FR:DE - US
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CAR HISTORY POSTER

Bertha Benz’s drive

"
"

.

Bertha Benz, around 1870. Photo: Blihler, Mannheim, Public domain.

The first long-distance drive, 1888

In August 1888 Bertha Benz drove the Motorwagen from Mannheim to Pforzheim with her sons
Eugen and Richard: the first long-distance drive in a car.

Britannica’s article on Bertha Benz says the trip took about 13 hours over about 60 miles (96.6 km) of
unpaved roads.

On the way she cleared a blocked fuel pipe with her hat pin and used her garter to fix the ignition.
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WANT MORE?

HISTORY.MOTORING.IM

Six full car history packs

All checked against Encyclopaedia Britannica, the National Motor Museum, GOV.UK and other

expert sources

PACK

Colour the Classic Cars: Car
History Colouring Pack

Car History Puzzle Pack:
Crosswords, Codes & Road Logic

Car History Fact Cards: Pioneers,
Records & Firsts

Road Through Time: A Car History
Timeline Workbook

Horseless Carriages: Kids’ Car
History Worksheets

Car History Poster Set

WHAT'S INSIDE

Colour-in drawings of famous cars from Cugnot’s steam tractor to the
Mini, each with a fact-checked caption, plus label-the-car pages.

A crossword, a word search, a timeline sort, a code-cracker, a “where did it
happen?” sort and a speed-record puzzle, with answer keys.

Twenty-four fact-checked cards on the pioneers, the famous cars, the
speed records and Britain's motoring firsts, ready to cut out.

Build a timeline from 1769 to 1997, plot speed records and the falling price
of the Model T, and read real motoring figures.

For ages 7 to 11: Bertha Benz's drive, the Red Flag Act, true or false, then
and now, motoring maths and a road maze.

Six fact-checked posters: the first car, Bertha Benz's drive, the Model T,
the Red Flag Act, speed records and Britain's motoring firsts.

Each pack comes in A4 and US Letter, and all six come together in The Complete Car History Printables Bundle.
See history.motoring.im/shop/ for links. Free car history games: history.motoring.im
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Free! Like me. Nobody paid for me either.
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Credits, licence ® help

The small print, kept short

YOUR LICENCE

This is a free sample from REALLYBYTE. You may print as many copies as you need for your own family or your own class/group, and
share the file with your own students through a password-protected platform (for example Google Classroom). Please don't resell it, re-
upload it or share it publicly. For school-wide use, please email info@reallybyte.com.

PICTURES
IMAGE CREDIT LICENCE SOURCE PAGE
Berthabenzportrait.jpg Buhler, Mannheim Public domain commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Berthaben

zportrait.jpg

Photos and portraits are public domain or CCO (credits above), from Wikimedia Commons, cropped. All drawings, charts, puzzles and layouts are
REALLYBYTE's own work.

WHERE THE FACTS COME FROM

Every fact in this pack was checked against the pages below (Encyclopaedia Britannica, the National Motor Museum, GOV.UK and other expert
sources) on 3 Nov 2026. Charts are drawn from the sourced figures. The drawings are our own, simplified and not to scale. Not endorsed by any of
the sources.

Encyclopaedia Britannica: Model T: www.britannica.com/technology/Model-T www.britannica.com/biography/Nicolas-Joseph-Cugnot

Encyclopaedia Britannica: History of the automobile: Encyclopaedia Britannica: Karl Benz: www.britannica.com/biography/Karl-Benz
www.britannica.com/technology/automobile/History-of-the-automobile Encyclopaedia Britannica: Bertha Benz: www.britannica.com/biography/Bertha-
UK Motorway Archive: Statistics: ukmotorwayarchive.ciht.org.uk/statistics/ Benz

National Motor Museum: motoring FAQs: Encyclopaedia Britannica: Henry Ford: www.britannica.com/biography/Henry-Ford
nationalmotormuseum.org.uk/ufags/when-were-the-first-driving-tests-introduced/ National Motor Museum: Record Breakers: nationalmotormuseum.org.uk/story-of-
Encyclopaedia Britannica: Nicolas-Joseph Cugnot: motoring/motoring-topics/record-breakers/

NEED HELP?

Useless can't help (he's an eraser, and he's busy polishing a Model T), but we can.
Problems with your file, or spotted something we should fix? Email
info@reallybyte.com.

More free car history games: history.motoring.im
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